
Public Meeting on New School Enrolment Proposals 
Hampton Hotel, Wednesday 20 November 2013 

 
A public meeting was held on Wednesday 20 November 2013 in the Hampton Hotel, 

Donnybrook to discuss the new school enrolment proposals being brought forward by the 

government. The meeting was organised and chaired by Eoghan Murphy TD, together with 

Fine Gael representatives in Dublin Bay South. 

The basis of the new enrolment proposals can be found in the heads of the Draft General 

Scheme of an Education (Admission to Schools) Bill 2013, which was recently published 

together with Draft Regulations on Admission Process and Draft Regulations Content of 

Policy. These documents are available on-line at www.education.ie (link: Enrolment). 

Mr Martin Hanevy, Assistant Secretary at the Department of Education, and Mr Ferdia Kelly, 

General Secretary of the Joint Managerial Body made presentations as guest speakers. 

There was a wide cross-section of attendees at the meeting, including representatives of 

school boards and past pupils’ unions, principals at primary and secondary level, and 

parents of children accessing or intending to access primary and secondary level education.  

It was noted at the outset that the current consultation on the draft proposals, both at the 

Oireachtas Committee on Education and Social Protection and elsewhere, was part of new 

reforms to the legislative process and allowed for maximum input from all stakeholders 

before the enactment of legislation by Dáil Éireann.  

This report highlights only those issues raised by attendees at the meeting where there is a 

continuing concern or confusion over what is currently being proposed by the Department 

of Education. It does not list the many positive elements that were welcomed at the 

meeting, nor does it seek to replicate any of the submissions already made to the 

Oireachtas Committee as part of its consultative phase. 

*** 

Following detailed presentations from Mr Hanevy and Mr Kelly on the contents and relevant 

aspects of the draft proposals, the following issues were raised: 

Process & Policy 

Concern was expressed as to how the new process might alter the relationship between 

school Principals and Boards of Management during the enrolment process (for example in 

the handling of appeals).   

Given that the legislation detailed what was not acceptable in the formulation of an 

admission policy, it was requested that further clarity be given as to what criteria would be 

permitted. 

http://www.education.ie/


On standardising the dates for admission, it was queried whether the proposals could go 

further than what is currently being suggested, without interfering unnecessarily in school 

autonomy. It was noted in this context that the Minister would now have the power to 

require greater cooperation between particular schools where necessary, though the 

implication of this for schools needs to be expanded upon. 

“Place-blocking” 

It was unclear as to how the new system would prevent the practice of parents placing their 

children on multiple school application lists (place-blocking). It was hoped that clear 

admissions policies and sequencing of admission criteria, together with demonstration of 

how these were enacted in previous years, would reduce the practice of multiple 

applications as there would be greater clarity around eligibility. It was noted that the 

payment of deposits had not prevented place-blocking and created difficulties for those on 

lower incomes. This issue was said to require further examination during the legislative 

process.     

Waiting Lists 

Clarity was sought around the continued operation of waiting lists. It was confirmed that a 

derogation to operate a waiting list was acceptable where waiting lists were already in 

operation and used as the basis for admission, but this derogation would be limited to five 

years at which time use of a waiting list to manage admissions would cease. Further clarity 

was needed as to the management of those lists that currently extend beyond five years. 

Appeals 

While clear admissions policies together with demonstration/transparency of how these 

policies were enacted in previous years would hopefully reduce appeals, concern was raised 

that the new appeals process could be too cumbersome on schools and their Boards of 

Management.    

Inclusivity and resource management 

The obligation on schools to operate inclusive admissions policies insofar as children who 

have special educational needs was strongly welcomed. However, the issue of sufficient 

resources for schools was raised in this context. The necessary support would have to be 

forthcoming from the Department and in a timely manner; schools had to be confident of 

operating an inclusive admissions policy without fear of being unable to secure the 

necessary resources to do so. 

Gaelscoil 

It was confirmed that Irish proficiency could still be used as an admission criterion. 

However, there was no derogation in the present proposals to allow Gaeilscoileanna to 



continue the practice of holding admission interviews to determine that the applying pupil 

came from an Irish speaking family. (It was said that this would also impact upon the 

management of waiting lists for the period of the sunset clause). This would present 

practical problems for Gaeilscoileanna, which would need to be addressed during the 

legislative process.  

Past Pupils 

It was noted that the past-pupil provision for admissions (holding a maximum of 25% of 

places for children of past pupils) was not time-bound. The figure itself was not yet a 

definitive one, though any increase in the proposed figure in the course of approving the 

legislation would mean further discrimination against other areas of admission. It was 

recommended that the past pupil criteria be applied separately to other criteria, such as 

sibling preference. (So, for example, the first child of a past pupil to attend the school would 

be admitted as part of the past pupil criterion, but his or her future sibling would not as they 

would qualify separately under the sibling rule). This area would need to be clarified further 

in the legislation.    

Miscellaneous 

Issues were also raised around: the designation of primary schools as feeder schools for 

secondary schools, which would be permissible; the practice of fee-paying schools using 

ability to pay as a criterion for admission, which could continue; eligibility of foster children 

under different criteria, which is addressed in terms of the definition of guardianship in the 

legislation. 

 

Eoghan Murphy TD 

Fine Gael representatives: Cllr Edie Wynne, Cllr Paddy McCartan and Cllr Kieran Binchy, and 

Kate O’Connell, Dr Paddy Smyth and Samantha Long.  


