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REPRESENTING YOU  IN GOVERNMENT

It has been a busy but important period for the Public 
Accounts Committee (PAC). In the past number of months we 
have commenced and continued a number of investigations, 
including: the Dublin Docklands Development Authority, 
NAMA, the establishment of Irish Water, the Garda penalty 
points system, salary compliance in voluntary hospitals, 
mismanagement at the CRC, and the charities sector. I 
continue to focus my time on this important committee and 
am privileged to be one of the few Dáil members to serve on 
the PAC. Read more inside...

NEWSLETTER 10,2014

PUBLIC SPENDING WATCHDOG

On Fridays I send out a short email with snippets from the week’s proceedings in the PAC and the Dáil 
as well as news from the constituency. Email me at eoghan.murphy@oir.ie to sign up. 

Congratulations to Alice Foley (left) who won a 2014 Sean 
Moore Community Award. Pictured here with Amy Blount.  

Recently I was invited to help launch the new offices of Kobo, 
an e-reading platform that is based in Canada. Kobo’s 

Dublin operation in Ballsbridge is its first office outside of 

Canada and will play a key role in their continuing software 

development. Kobo have also partnered with Easons here 

in the Irish market, supporting Irish business and jobs. And 

in Ranelagh, the Taoiseach was on hand to open the new 

offices of Currency Fair, which helps customers transfer 

money abroad easily, quickly and cheaply. 

Peer-to-peer financing continues to go from strength 

to strength here in Ireland thanks to LinkedFinance, an 

Enterprise Ireland supported new business. As of January 

2014 they have already helped 51 Irish SMEs to raise an 

average of €28,000 each and create 150 new jobs. Peer-
to-peer lending is an alternative financing model to bank 

lending, where a high number of small lenders lend start-

up or expansion capital to small business on-line. I have 

raised this issue in the Dáil on a number of occasions and 

am working to have this model recognized in the Action 

Plan for Jobs 2014.

CREATING JOBS

INSIDE
•	 SCHOOL	ENROLMENT	CHANGES	
•	 NAMA	SUB-COMMITTEE
•	 TRANSPORT	IMPROVEMENTS
•	 BANKING	INQUIRY
•	 TAX	TRANSPARENCY
•	 NEWS	IN	BRIEF
•	 IRELAND	TO	HOST	RUGBY	WORLD	CUP
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TAX TRANSPARENCY
With Budget 2014, I published a Tax Transparency calculator on 
my website. Tax Transparency was the subject of my second piece 
of legislation in 2012 and was debated and approved at second 
stage in the Dáil. 

The Tax Transparency Calculator allows you to input your gross 
income and calculates the amount you pay in taxes. It then breaks 
down your taxes according to how each department spent the 
money you paid, in simple euros and cents. You can see how much 
you contribute to third level education, road maintenance, the 
Gardai and even the repayment of interest on the national debt.

Log on to http://www.eoghanmurphy.ie/taxtransparency/, 
find out where your money goes and get involved in the 
debate about taxes. 

“Long serving Fine Gael members and local 
Councillors Paddy McCartan and Edie Wynne will 
not be contesting the local elections in May. I served 
with both Paddy and Edie on Dublin City Council and have 
always known them to be excellent public representatives 
who have represented our area with integrity and 
commitment. They will be missed on the FG team here in 
Dublin Bay South. For more information on your new team 
in the constituency turn to the back page.”

Eoghan and An Taoiseach (Currency Fair’s opening)

 

MORE NAMA 
OVERSIGHT NEEDED
In November 2013 I received agreement from my 
colleagues on the PAC to establish a sub-committee 
focussing exclusively on the operation of the National 
Asset Management Agency (NAMA). This committee 
meets on a quarterly basis. In 2014 the PAC will examine 
the C&AG’s first statutory triennial report on NAMA, as 
well as the transfer of loans from IBRC – two pivotal 
events for the organisation. 

THE COMING BANKING 
INQUIRY
You may recall that I sat on the sub-committee tasked with 
drafting a roadmap for holding a public banking inquiry, which 
was published in 2012. This 300 page document explains 
what we already know, identifies the gaps in our knowledge 
and poses 276 questions that have still to be answered. It also 
lays out the process of such an investigation in the necessary 
phases. The PAC will not hold this inquiry and it is likely that 
a special committee will now be formed. I have written to the 
Taoiseach and put my name forward for consideration.
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SCHOOL ENROLMENT POLICY 
CHANGE
The government has announced a new process for school enrolment. In 
November last I held a public meeting in Donnybrook to discuss the proposed 
changes and get feedback from parents, school boards, and teachers. Some 
of the changes will mean an end to waiting lists and the charging of 
deposits, as well as the introduction of clear admissions policies and a 
uniform and transparent process.

A report of the meeting was submitted to the Oireachtas Committee on Education 
and you can get a copy by emailing me at eoghan.murphy@oir.ie. The Committee is 
currently drafting its own report on the policy changes. These reports will then feed 
in to the draft legislation to be produced by the Minister later in the coming months.

I am aware of the current difficulties facing parents in the area in trying to secure 
a place for their child for September 2014. Please contact my office if you would 
like to bring your particular situation to my attention.

NEWS IN BRIEF
The latest Know Where You Stand 
for 2014 has been delivered, detailing 
your rights re taxation, health etc. If 
you didn’t receive a copy, email me 
your address at eoghan.murphy@oir.ie. 

An Taoiseach Enda Kenny recently 
attended a meeting of Terenure2030 
on the invitation of Samantha Long – 
it’s a fantastic community-led initiative 
to help make a better Terenure. Why 
not get involved?

The Early Learning Initiative was 
awarded 1.2 million to work with 
children in the Dublin Docklands area 
to address problems of educational 
underachievement. 

‘Don’t Bank on the Bomb’ – a new 
report on funding of nuclear weapons 
by financial institutions, including Irish 
ones – was published. Log on to www.
dontbankonthebomb.com to read  
my interview.  

DCC is preparing a city parks 
strategy – a questionnaire has been 
launched to get public views and 
is available on-line and in the local 
library. Deadline is 28 Feb 2014. 

A major clean-up of Ranelagh 
Gardens has taken place recently 
and the Council is looking in to ways 
to improve the pond and introduce  
better lighting.

The momentum for reform continues! 
Email me for a copy of my latest op-
ed which featured in the Sunday 
Business Post: ‘Charting a path to 
a better politics’. For a hard copy of 
‘Reforming Dáil Éireann: a view from 
the backbenches’ just send me an 
email with your address.

Keep up to date with Dáil happenings 
using the new Oireachtas App 
for Iphone/Android, which can be 
downloaded free from the Appstore.

My new office was opened in 
Ranelagh in September and is 
located on the main street, above 
Young’s Auctioneers. Appointments 
can be made for any Monday – email 
me at eoghan.murphy@oir.ie to  
arrange one. 

TRANSPORT IMPROVEMENTS IN 
DUBLIN BAY SOUTH
Funding has been granted for the following projects:

•	 Two pedestrian crossing points at the Ranelagh canal bridge
•	 A pedestrian crossing at Ranelagh and Chelmsford Road
•	 Safety improvements to the Grand Canal cycle way
•	 Feasibility study to assess the introduction of high density bicycle parking
•	 Continued expansion of DublinBikes in to the second phase, east-west expansion
•	 Additional Real Time Passenger Information Displays at bus stops on Merrion 

Rd, Morehampton Rd, Pembroke Rd, Rathgar Rd, Terenure Rd (email me for 
the full list)

 

Being 
interviewed 
by RAI, Italy’s 
national 
broadcaster, 
on Ireland’s 
corporate  
tax rate.

Togging out for a bit of five-a-side in aid of Barnardos Me with a bunch of pumpkins at 
Sandymount’s Hallowe’en festival
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EOGHAN MURPHY TD

Playing football with Senator Catherine Noone at 
Lansdowne Rd (I was subbed off after 5 minutes!)

Eoghan	is	working	with	Sen	Catherine	Noone,		
Cllr	Edie	Wynne,	Cllr	Paddy	McCartan,	Cllr	Kieran	Binchy	and	Gay	Mitchell	MEP.

“We	have	a	great	new	team	in	Dublin	Bay	South,		
why	not	get	in	touch	and	get	involved.”
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SAMANTHA LONG DR PADDY SMYTH KATE O’CONNELL BRIAN HAYES TD

PEMBROKE-SOUTH DOCK

RATHGAR-RATHMINES

WEEKLY EMAIL
Every Friday I produce a weekly email that provides information on what’s happening in your area (e.g. water 
disruptions, park improvements), as well as developments regarding national issues (PAC investigations, Budget 
2015, Tax Transparency etc.). Email me at eoghan.murphy@oir.ie and we will add you to the list.

IRELAND TO HOST 
RUGBY WORLD CUP?
For more than a year I have been raising the issue of a 
proposed bid by Ireland to host the Rugby World Cup in 
2023. Minister Leo Varadkar is very supportive of the idea 
and since the beginning of the year we have seen steady 
progress in preparing a bid. In February I again raised the issue 
of preparations for the RWC bid in the Dáil. A cross-border 
Working Group has been established to examine key issues 
and report back to the government by the summer. Former 
Irish and Lions rugby player, Hugo MacNeill has been named 
as Chairperson, and the committee’s work is now underway.
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