
 
 

Eoghan Murphy TD - Topical issue – Radio shows & marriage equality                    2nd December 2014                

-Draft remarks-                                                     

Minister we have a problem with the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland. 

We have a problem with how it interprets its own Code of Fairness, Objectivity and Impartiality in 
News and Current Affairs. 

We have a problem with how some recent rulings by the BAI under that code have led people to 
interpret those rulings not as Fair and Objective – but as Daft and Depressing. 

And led the National Union of Journalists to say that the Auhtority was acting in a manner that is 
harmful to the public interest. That’s a very serious charge to level. 

Recently there were two – in my view, spurious – complaints about radio shows discussing marriage 
equality issues. Two complaints that were upheld. 

These were not current affairs shows discussing an item on which a referendum campaign is 
underway, when there is a duty to objectivity and there is a duty to include all sides in the debate. 

These were not debates. 

One, on RTE in January of this year, was a programme discussing civil partnerships. People telling 
their story. It was a human interest piece.  

The other, on Newstalk in June, was about the Dublin Gay Pride Parade. People talking about the 
celebration of people and their rights – rights they do not currently have. People who have for too 
long been outcast by some in Irish society. Including this state. Though we are moving to rectify this 
with a referendum. 

But these were Not debates. This is Not a referendum campaign. These were popular and important 
shows giving voice to people who have a different point of view to others. Hopefully one day we will 
consider it simply as a normal point of view.   

And the BAI says, No. You can’t have someone on radio talking about their aspirations to get 
married, without having someone – another guest or the presenter – challenging those aspirations. 
Challenging their hopes, dreams and fears.  

That’s not right Minister. Not only does it set a worrying precedent for free speech. It’s also devoid 
of any common sense. 

And then we hear Senator Zappone challenging the authority of the BAI – and rightly so. 

The government has failed to make appointments to the BAI and as a result they are having 
difficulties obtaining a quorum for their meetings. 

As she so succinctly put it – who is calling the shots at the BAI and is behind these rulings. And I 
would ask – where is the legitimacy in these rulings if there are governance issues at the BAI? 

The Irish Council for Civil Liberties has strongly criticised the BAI saying it has used the complaints to 
“chill” public discussions about equality.  

Now a referendum on marriage equality is coming. It couldn’t come soon enough. I will be voting 
Yes. 



 
 

But is the BAI fit to make rulings on future complaints that will arise between now and then. As well 
as in the course of that referendum? We need to get the BAI sorted before we begin that 
referendum campaign and I would like to hear your thoughts on how the government intends to 
address this. 


