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Debate on the Climate Action and Low Carbon Development Bill 2015 

Eoghan Murphy TD, 11th February 2015 

 

Draft Remarks 

To say that the Bill only has vague aspirations, as the Fianna Fail and Green Parties claims, is 

complete nonsense. It’s not too far away from their Bill at all, as many environmental 

advocates would admit. And let’s not forget, they didn’t prioritise the legislation when they 

were in power – and so it wasn’t adopted. They failed. 

 

In their coalition, could they have done any better? It’s now a historical fact that they did 

worse.The Green Party’s central piece of legislation – their reason for being in government – 

was brought in when the Green Party had already announced they were leaving 

government, and it did not have support from its coalition partners Fianna Fail in the 

Seanad. So it arrived way too late to have a chance of being adopted. And it was dead on 

arrival. And both Fianna Fail and the Green Party know it. 

 

This government is making a start – taking the initiative. Which is a good thing. And it is only 

a start. Once we have the legislation in place we can then build on it. 

 

We’ve both met with some very passionate and very committed campaigners for climate 

justice and climate action. They recognise the positives in the Bill, and to point to just a few: 

 The establishment of an Advisory Council, which can publish its own reports. 

 

 An Action Plan to follow every 5 years. 

 

 An obligation for ministers each year to report on the progress they are making in 

their own areas. 

The legislation that we have in front of us is imperfect though. And so in addition to building 

upon it once adopted, we have some work to do to change it before it is adopted. So that 

the foundations are as strong as possible. I hope Minister you will approach this with an 

open mind as it moves through Committee Stage. 
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Hopefully we can take on more of what the Oireachtas Committee reported. Because the 

committees views are not adequately reflected in the legislation. You don’t have to accept 

everything the committee proposes, but greater balance between the Oireachtas 

Committee and the Government can be found on this issue. 

 

1. On the issue of targets built in to the legislation beyond 2020, this needs to be better 

explained. If we are not building in targets for 2050, and if it is standard practice in our 

European partners to do so, then let’s talk about why. If there is a legitimate reason in terms 

of agriculture or sustainable food production, then that needs to be understood. That 

debate needs to be had around those sections in the Bill. 

 

2. There is no definition of ‘low carbon’. Even though we have one. We should put it in the 

Bill, to give that definition the appropriate legal weight. 

 

3. There is no concept of ‘climate justice’ in the Bill. I believe there should be. 

 

4. In relation to the Expert Advisory Council, perhaps we need to make sure that it’s 

properly independent. Perhaps we should be looking to take some of the language from the 

Fiscal Advisory Council to ensure this. 

 

But unlike the FAC, which is ignored by the government, perhaps we need to put in a direct 

line of responsibility, of reporting, to the Oireachtas. So that Dail Eireann scrutinise its work. 

So that Dail Eireann can play its role in holding the government of the day to account. That 

will also require shorter reporting periods by the Expert Council. 


