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Draft Remarks 

When talking about rates, LPT, Dublin City Council, and how the money is being spent it is 

important to talk to the retailers involved. People pay a lot in rates and often wonder where 

the money goes. 

Since I was elected I've been working to increase tax transparency, particularly in relation to 

income taxes. I've organized a tax calculator that shows taxpayers where their income taxes 

are being spent by the government in simple euros and cents. I think this is something we 

should compel authorities to do as well. 

This may achieve buy in into what the council is trying to do and also into the need to pay 

rates. Expected growth in consumer spending of 2.7% (Retail Ireland, 02/15); retail sales in 

Q4 2014 best since 2007 (Retail Excellence Ireland, 01/15); Dublin voted 5th best shopping 

city in world (Conde Nast Traveller) – higher than New York, Paris, or London. 

This is positive. And if we have now managed to stabilise the economy then now is the time 

to look at how we calculate rates for businesses. The idea of a fixed static charge, ignoring 

the economic climate, may not be the best pro-enterprise way of doing things. Some more 

dynamic and flexible would be better; perhaps we could grant rate reductions in some 

circumstances without giving an across the board reduction for large companies as well.  

So what are the Bill’s main points? 

1. S5: provides for use of statistical methods in calculating rates, improves efficiency. 

2. S11. 14, 16: streamlines appeals process re complaints from retailers. 

3. S12: occupiers can give input re valuations when there is disagreement with council. 

 

 



Some of the bill’s exemptions are very welcome.  

Community Sports Clubs are exempt. 

1. Seanad amendments led to exemptions for community sports clubs 

2. If no bar, then all of premises is exempt 

3. If bar present, then only bar and ancillary area are levied 

Nursing Homes 

1. Exemption for non-profit nursing homes 

2. For profit homes that are funded through fair deal not exempt. 

Childcare Facilities 

1. Not-for-profit childcare facilities exempt 

2. What about for-profit childcare facilities? 

3. Childcare facilities charged for outdoor area, in context of 25% of under 3s being 

overweight 

4. Rating outdoor areas may exacerbate problem. 

 

 


