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White Paper on Defence, Eoghan Murphy TD             30 June 2015 
 
-Draft Remarks- 
  
The publication of this Paper is very welcome. 
 
I note in particular that the Minister has consulted the Dáil before bringing his ideas to 
Cabinet. 
 
Previous debate on a neutrality bill from a Member – someone said they were glad to see 
that defence spending in Europe was decreasing.  
 
They saw this as a positive from their point of view - the point of view of a person, no doubt, 
who is anti-war. Who is in favour of war?  
 
But perhaps also it was that particular viewpoint that is anti the American war complex or 
military industry.  
 
But if that is your point of view, then the decrease in defence spending in Europe is a bad 
thing.  
 
Because it makes us more dependent on others for our defence – and it makes us less able to 
influence what they do in the name of that defence. 
 
Europe should be spending more on defence – and we with it – so that we can decide how 
best to deal with emerging challenges within our continent and within our sphere of 
responsibility.  
 
Challenges which require spending on defence – for things like helicopters and boats which 
are currently being put to use in the Mediterranean to save lives.  
 
I commend the LE Eithne and the brave work its crew are doing.  
 
I think it is fantastic that the Minister and the Taoiseach put our country forward in this 
regard. 
 
We have to recognise our responsibilities in our world and allocate resources accordingly. 
 
Good to note the increase in spending in 2015, when compared to 2014.  
 
Perhaps we will see the level of funding stabilise even higher, around the 700 million euro 
mark in the coming years, I don’t know.  
 
But it would be interesting to know what the recommended level of funding is in to the 
future. 
 
We can no longer submit to the free rider problem when it comes to our security.  
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We have to make investments, we have to have policy.  
 
We have to recognise that we have a responsibility when it comes to traditional threats.  
 
Like those emerging on the eastern boarders of Europe. 
 
And we have to recognise that we are as vulnerable to emerging threats as anyone else – 
geography, our physical location in the world, is no longer a first line of defence.  
 
Not when it comes to asymmetric threats like terrorism and cyberterrorism.  
 
Or groups who do not recognise state boarders or governments. Encouraging that the White 
Paper recognises this. 
 
Minister you will know from our discussions and from a series of parliamentary questions 
that I asked last year, that I believe we must move to end the triple lock.  
 
Not so we can suddenly go off war mongering or participating in unilateral missions.  
 
But because we have to recognise that there may be missions in Europe or very close to it, 
which require our participation, but which may not receive the sanction of the UN Security 
Council. 
 
The UN Security Council is not a democratic body, and its veto has blocked important 
humanitarian missions in the past.  
I believe it’s time to stop outsourcing our foreign policy in this regard and make decisions on 
our own.  
 
And of course this wouldn’t prohibit us from taking any role in a UN lead mission. 
 
And as for our Expertise in conflict areas, or in certain aspects of defence – for example 
tackling IED threats – any measures that would see us use our expertise abroad, in conflict 
zones, or in training, are to be welcomed and promoted. 
 


