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Dáil Debate on Finance (Tax Appeals) Bill 2015 

Eoghan Murphy TD, 1st October 2015 

Draft Remarks 

Thank you Ceann Comhairle. 

I want to use this debate as an opportunity ahead of the budget to raise a 

matter relating to Tax and to Revenue – and that is the issue of Tax 

Transparency. 

Minister, Tax Transparency is a concept I introduced to the Dáil in 2012 with a 

Bill that received all party support.  I also set up a Tax Transparency calculator 

on my website, and last year I set up a dedicated Tax Transparency website. 

Tax Transparency as a concept – and as a calculator on a government website – 

has the support of Revenue and the Department of Public Expenditure and 

Reform, as well as the Members of Dáil Eireann. 

How it works, quite simply, is you go to the website and fill out a couple of 

fields to get an approximate calculation of the amount of taxes you pay. This 

amount is then broken down in to how the government spends these taxes 

across various departments – in euros and cents. 

Minister these numbers are important.  

Because they inform the citizen in an understandable way of how the  

government is spending their money and what the government’s choices are. 

And this information is empowering.  And good governance requires citizens to 

be informed and empowered. 
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The government has a responsibility to let people know how it is spending 

their money; they can then make their own judgements after that. The more 

informed and involved the citizen, the better the politician they elect. 

Open government means good government. So transparency must be at the 

center of everything we do. This would also tie in very nicely with the 

Independent Budget Office you have committed to establishing.  

The UK does this, the US does this – on the White House website. It’s time now 

that we do this. A simple Tax Transparency calculator could be constructed and 

housed on the Taoiseach’s website for less than one thousand euros, and two 

days work – a small price to pay for such important information.  

So I ask that you might, on budget day, commit to having such a Tax 

Transparency calculator put on the Merion Street website by Christmas.  

A small simple change that would have a very big impact. It won’t change the 

world, but it is just one sentence in a budget day speech making a commitment 

we know we can meet. And which this Dáil wants.  

 


