
Irish Water – Eoghan Murphy TD                                  16 May 2016 

After many weeks of negotiations Enda Kenny TD was recently re-elected as Taoiseach and a new 

government was formed. Having been involved in the negotiations, I’m very optimistic about what the 

new partnership government can achieve on behalf of us all over the coming months and years. Politics 

as we know it is hopefully about to change for the better. 

All of the relevant documentation underpinning the new government can be found on my website 

(http://www.eoghanmurphy.ie/2016/05/11/a-new-partnership-government/), including the confidence 

and supply agreement negotiated with Fianna Fail. 

During the negotiations I received many emails on different aspects of the talks as details were being 

reported. In particular the issue of water was a focal point for many constituents – some disillusioned 

with the approach taken by Fianna Fail, others angry at the decision to suspend charges, most frustrated 

that the issue itself was holding up agreement given the very serious challenges we face as a society. 

I’d like to assure you that both Fine Gael and I fought hard to protect the single utility and to protect the 

principle of water charges. We looked for the best possible outcome given that there is no longer a 

majority in the Dáil in favour of either.  

Without an agreement with Fianna Fail prior to a government being established and the work of the Dáil 

resuming, we risked losing both – Irish water and charging. 

We could have called another election, to try and force a new outcome. And while I would have been 

more than prepared to stand in such an election, I don’t believe we would have seen a radically different 

result. At least not one that would have avoided the need for Fine Gael and Fianna Fail, regardless of 

which party then went in to government, to make compromises and come to agreement on the issue of 

water. 

Of course it’s very disappointing for me that water became the issue that it did in the negotiations – that 

is was somehow elevated to a position of greater seriousness than the homeless and housing crisis here 

at home, or the very worrying crisis in the Mediterranean. And yet at the same time it was treated with 

such recklessness as to have basic principles, laws and needs – recognised around the world – held 

hostage to political populism.  

There is now a temporary suspension of charges, pending recommendations from a Commission which 

will be put before the Dáil. Many have been quick to declare this complete abolition. I don’t agree, and 

I’m confident that when the time comes, Fine Gael can fight together with like-minded partners to make 

sure that the practice of conservation and paying for water that is wasted is maintained. Irish Water will 

remain, will be improved and will continue to do the good work that it has started. In the meantime 

those who have not paid their bills will be pursued and will have to pay. 

On a related point, we’re very much in new territory concerning minority government arrangements. The 

new government won’t be able to get its way a lot of the time. That means a strengthening of the power 

of Dáil Éireann, which in some respects is no bad thing and something I have looked for since first elected 

to parliament in 2011.  
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