Dublin Bay South Local Schools Update — Minister Richard Bruton 19 October 2017

Significant demographic growth in the Dublin South City Centre area in recent years has led
to the need for additional school accommodation in the area and to acquire permanent
sites for that purpose. Concerted efforts to acquire such sites in the area have been
ongoing by my Department since 2012, in the context of expected requirements at both

primary and post-primary level.

A number of site options were assessed in the South Dublin City area. When Roslyn Park
came onto the market the Department sought to acquire a site in the south Dublin City area

that could help to address school provision requirements.

The Department successfully completed this acquisition and it is intended to provide
permanent accommodation for Shellybanks ETNS and Dublin South City Educate Together
Secondary School on the Roslyn Park site. Plans for the site’s development are currently

being progressed.

In the first instance, it is intended that the provision of temporary accommodation on the
Roslyn Park site will allow Shellybanks ETNS to move from its current temporary location in
the RDS to Roslyn Park in September 2018. This will be closely followed by the development
of a new permanent 16 classroom primary school on the Roslyn Park site from September

20109.

It is intended that that level of accommodation will then facilitate the move to Roslyn Park
of the new Dublin South City Educate Together Secondary School from September 2019.
Planning and design work is underway to ensure that the permanent accommodation for

the Secondary school will be provided on the Roslyn Park site as soon as possible thereafter.

Arrangements are being made in Dublin 4 for interim accommodation for the Dublin South
City Educate Together Secondary school for its first intake of pupils for September 2018. The
Department is working closely with the Patron body, Educate Together, on these

arrangements.



In the context of meeting demographic needs, in addition to the above, the Harold’s Cross
Greyhound Stadium site was identified as a suitable location for the provision of further
school accommodation in the South Dublin City area. A feasibility study of the site
concluded that the property is suitable for the provision of a significant level of additional

new school accommodation.

Agreement with the Irish Greyhound Board on the proposed acquisition was reached,
subject to a change of zoning on the property and this was recently effected at a meeting of
Dublin City Council. The acquisition of this site by my Department is currently at an

advanced stage.

With regard to the specific school provision on the Harold’s Cross site, the Department is
currently engaged in a review of demographics which will determine the extent of
additional school provision required nationwide. Until the final review of demographics has
been completed, it would be premature to announce the exact configuration of permanent

school provision at the Harolds Cross site.

Once a new school requirement has been established from the demographic exercise a

separate process will be conducted to establish which Patron will run the new school.

It will be open to all patron bodies and prospective patrons to apply for patronage of a new
school under the patronage process. Parental preferences for each patron, together with
the extent of diversity currently available in the area, are key to decisions in relation to the

outcome of this process.



