
Family move from B&B accommodation to new home delivered under 

Repair and Leasing Scheme 
 

Eoghan Murphy T.D., Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government, joined 

representatives from Dublin City Council and the Peter McVerry Trust today 25 May 2018) in 

Ballyfermot to view the first home to be delivered in Dublin City under the Government’s 

Repair and Leasing Scheme. 

 

Located mid-terrace on Kylemore Road in Ballyfermot, the home visited by Minister Murphy 

had been vacant for almost 3 years before being brought back into use under the 

Government’s Repair and Leasing Scheme; it will now be a long awaited new home to a 

family who are currently staying in B&B accommodation.   

 

“The visit to Ballyfermot today shows the real potential of this scheme.” Minister Murphy 

commented. “This home is in the centre of Ballyfermot, close to shops, schools and public 

transport and yet, up to today, no one had lived here for 3 years. There are many reasons 

why homes can lie vacant but it’s wonderful to think that from today, it will be a new home to 

a family who will be a part of this vibrant local community. The challenge now is to keep 

working to help other families leave emergency accommodation; every home that we can 

bring back into use under schemes like Repair and Leasing will contribute to that work.” The 

Minister also commended the work completed by both the Peter McVerry Trust and Dublin 

City Council who worked in partnership on this project. 

 

The Repair and Leasing Scheme, which has been available nationwide since last year, 

provides upfront funding to assist property owners and local authorities to bring vacant 

homes back into use. The Minister emphasised that the scheme is a key component of the 

Rebuilding Ireland strategy for tackling vacancy and is one of a number of actions on 

vacancy already well under way at Departmental and local authority level. Minister Murphy 

also commented that the scheme has the double benefit of not only providing social housing 

but also helping to regenerate local areas and revitalise town and city centres.  

 

Although initially slow to become established, a review carried out by Minister Murphy shortly 

after taking office made a number of key changes to the scheme which have resulted in 

increased take up. Minister Murphy reported that 9 homes were delivered under the scheme 

last year, and he said that while every home counts, the output for 2017 was disappointing. 

He went on to say that provisional figures for the first quarter of 2018 are showing a renewed 

interest in the scheme and that delivery under the scheme is set to increase significantly in 

2018. Funding of €32m is available for the scheme in 2018. 

 
 

ENDS  



Note for Editors 

 

What is the Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS)?  

The Repair and Leasing Scheme (RLS) is a key action under the Government's Rebuilding 

Ireland Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness and its principal objective is to deliver 

social housing quickly through the existing social leasing programme. The scheme is one of 

a suite of measures, including the Buy & Renew Scheme, available to local authorities to 

bring vacant properties back into use. 

 

The scheme operates by providing funding for any works necessary to bring a vacant 

property into compliance with the Standards for Rented Houses Regulations. In return the 

property owner agrees to lease the dwelling to a local authority or AHB for a period of 

between 10 and 20 years, to be used as social housing. The cost of the repairs is repaid by 

the property owner over the lifetime of the lease by offsetting it against the rent. The 

maximum cost of repairs allowable under the scheme is €40,000 (including VAT). From 1 

February 2018, funding of up to €50,000 is available for bedsit type dwellings being brought 

into compliance with the Rented Houses Regulations.  

 

The scheme has been operating nationally on a pilot basis since March 2017 with the first 

houses coming on stream at the beginning of September. Some of the first dwellings 

tenanted under the scheme were mid-terrace dwellings in the centre of Waterford City, 

illustrating the potential of the scheme to regenerate town and city centres by bringing 

vacant units back into use. The scheme has also proved popular in rural areas and local 

authorities are actively seeking to identify and inspect houses that may be suitable for the 

scheme.  

 

What funding has been allocated for the scheme in 2018? 

Total funding of €32m has been made available for the scheme in 2018 providing for up to 

800 units to be brought back into use under the scheme this year.    

 

How many houses were delivered under the scheme in 2017? 

At end December 2017, Agreements to Lease had been signed in respect of 31 properties. 

Details on the number of applications under RLS in all local authority areas are available on 

the Department’s website at the following link: 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-

social-housing-provision. 

Why was delivery in 2017 so low? 

The nature of RLS means that the period leading up to the signing of contracts – sourcing 

and inspecting the houses, and negotiation with the owner - is the slowest part of the 

process. All local authorities are active in sourcing and identifying potential properties and it 

is expected that significant numbers of contracts will be entered into once that process is 

complete. Once contracts are signed, delivery is estimated at between 2 and 6 months, a 

fraction of the time involved for any other capital acquisition or build project. Feedback from 

local authorities indicates that in many cases properties requiring extensive repair work, and 

therefore not suitable for the RLS, have been secured under the Buy and Renew Scheme. In 

addition, anecdotal evidence suggests that the levels of vacancy recorded as part of Census 

http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision
http://www.housing.gov.ie/housing/social-housing/social-and-affordble/overall-social-housing-provision


2016 have significantly reduced in the interim, particularly in urban areas like Dublin where 

many habitable homes and buildings have since been occupied.  

 

The review of the scheme under Rebuilding Ireland examined all opportunities to accelerate 

and improve delivery under the scheme and provided an opportunity to address operational 

issues contributing to low take-up. The changes announced in February on foot of the review 

of the scheme have enhanced the operation of the scheme and are expected to lead to 

increased take-up and delivery.   

 

 

 

 


